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	PRE-ARRIVAL INFORMATION
	Kia ora,
	Thank you for deciding on Thames High School as part of your overseas school adventure. We are thrilled about you joining us for your international study experience.
	Thames High School Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
	PAULINE MANAGH
	INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME MANAGER
	international@thameshigh.school.nz
	Kia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata / We grow together to achieve ones true potential



	About Thames High School
	Thames High School is a school of around 400 students, so is quite small and friendly.  In 2025 we will have between 20 and 22 international students from different countries. Our international students make very good friends with each other and with our local students. Thames High School offers an excellent balance between academic courses and interest-based courses like outdoor education and music.
	The school and Homestays expect international students to:
	Abide by the High School’s International rules.
	Homestays All international students are placed in a homestay whose family has been vetted and approved by the International Student Department. Careful consideration is taken before placing a student and we try and match to interests and hobbies.
	Our international students are welcomed into that family as fully functioning members and are guaranteed a single private bedroom, with a comfortable bed, storage and a desk.
	Homestay families can be chosen from town, outlying areas, beach or farm locations, depending on your interests and needs. Most homestay families are located in the township of Thames, so school and amenities are within easy walking distance. If placed on a farm or along the coast, there is a free school bus each day to transport the students to and from Thames.
	Throughout the stay, all aspects of accommodation are closely monitored and support staff and procedures are in place should the student need assistance.

	JUSTINA LARDNER-BURKE
	HOMESTAY COORDINATOR
	internationalsupport@thameshigh.school.nz


	‘MUST HAVE’ GEAR LIST:
	Student Orientation
	International Food Festival
	The annual event where international students and Kiwi students come together at Thames High School to plan and prepare delicious food is an amazing and culturally enriching tradition. This event not only promotes diversity and cultural understanding but also creates a sense of unity and community within the school.
	The event provides a unique opportunity for students from diverse cultural backgrounds to share their culinary traditions with the school community. It's a platform for cultural exchange, where students can learn about and appreciate the food and customs of their peers from different countries.

	Activities
	International students enjoy both the opportunity to take Outdoor Education and practical subjects such as art, photography, mechanical engineering, materials technology and hospitality, which is different from what they're used to.
	International students participate in a range of exciting extra-curricular events and excursions as part of their New Zealand experience. Trips and events that have been enjoyed over the years are:
	Surfing at Whangamata
	Fishing in the Coromandel
	Zip-lining in the Coromandel
	Skiing
	Parliament school excursion to the capital city Wellington
	Zorb rides in Rotorua
	Visits to Hobbiton
	Kayaking

	End of Year Programme / Hillary Outdoors
	For students who enrol for Term 4 which is at the end of the year, we provide an end-of-year programme of fun activities while our domestic students are participating in examinations. As part of this programme we offer a week at the Hillary Outdoor experience in the Coromandel at an additional cost.

	A Brief History of the School & Thames
	Our Vision
	Our Mission
	Our Values / Tikanga

